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ference for wrong; and Milton's Satan sets it up in words as
a substantive end: ' Evil, be thou my good.' But the con-
ception is intrinsically incapable of being carried out, nor
can you present to yourself in thought a mind preferring a
thing because it is worse 9 preference is not possible except
on the ground that, in some aspect or other, and in relation
to the mind choosing, the thing is not worse, but better.
Be it spite (to defy and disturb a Divine being), or ambition
(to gain command of a rival realm), there must be some
personal passion to gratify in order to render action intelli-
gible at all; and the wickedness at its acme still consists in
the surrender to such passion, without restraint from any
considerations of affection and rectitude. The question has
m every age been raised whether evil is to be regarded as a
positive thing, or as merely the negative of good: the Mani-
chsean doctrine affirming the former, and setting up an
active hostility between the two principles; and the system
of emanations giving verdict for the latter, and accounting
for all guilt and sorrow by the privation of Divine light at a
distance from its fountain-head. The problem might re-
main for ever unresolved, did we contemplate it, like those
ancient theosophies, from the purely ontologic side. But if
we will submit it to a psychological test, its difficulties are
greatly relieved. In our consciousness, the only positive
forces are the living springs of activity which, in and by
themselves, are neither moially evil nor morally good, but
which, having a relative worth inter se, present a moral
quality for the exercise of our preference upon them. It is
quite possible that an impulse may become the object of
our preference simply on account of its superior worth, in-
dependently of any isolated urgency of its own; and thus
moral good is capable of becoming a positive energy,
determining into existence what else would not appear.
But, while we may adopt an act because it is good^ the utmost
that iniquity can do is to take a course in spite of its being
evil: when you have abstracted all deterring power, and
imagined an entire absence of compunction, and wholly